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To  the  Members  of  the  Crediton  Urban 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1923. 

1.  GKNERAL  STATISTICS. 

Ai  ea  (acres)  1,096  ; Population  3,488  ; Number  of  Inhabited 
Houses  937  ; Rateable  Value  16,323  16s.  lid.  ; Sum  represented 
by  a Penny  Rate  £55. 


2.  EXTACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
OF  THE  YEAR. 


BIRTHs|[;fSi?™ate 

^Illegitimate 

M. 

28 

0 

F. 

28 

1 

Total. 

56 

1 

1 Birth 

Rate 

16.3. 

DEATHS 

M. 

26 

F. 

26 

Total. 

52 

Death 

Rate 

14.8. 

No.  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequenceHrom  sepsis  0 

of  childbirth  - - - - / other  causes  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Legitimate  2 ; Illegitimate  0 ; Total  2 ; Rate  per  1,000  births  .35 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  1 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  0 


3.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Diseases. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases  ad- 
mitted to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

2 

11 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  h'ever 

,, 

11 

11 

Tuberculosis  : — 

1 M 

3 

2 

(d)  Pulmonary  ...  l-F 

0 

0 

J Total  ... 

3 

2 

] M 

1 

0 

(h)  Non-Pulmonary  IF 

2 

1 

J Total  ... 

3 

1 

3 


Ophthalmia 

Neona- 

torum 

Cases 

Vision 

Un- 

impaired 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Noti- 

fied 

Treated 

Home 

Hospital 

1 

1 

1 

4.  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

There  were  3 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  the  year. 
They  were  in  no  way  connected  with  one  another.  Two  were 
removed  to  Exeter  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  other  was  treated  at 
her  own  home,  wlien  she  was  adequately  isolated. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  Measles  during  the  spring  of  1923, 
hut  only  one  death  is  recorded  as  having  been  directly  due  to  that 
disease. 

5.  SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS, 
HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS. 

Available  for  the  District. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  home — {a)  General.  The  Crediton 
Sick  Nursing  Association  provide  one  Nurse,  paid  for  by  Subscrip- 
tions with  help  from  the  County  Council. 

{b)  for  Infectious  Diseases — Nil. 

MIDWIVES. 

One  Midwife  provided  by  the  Crediton  Sick  Nursing  Associa- 
tion with  help  from  the  County  Council. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : This  is  held  weekly  in  the 
Red  Cross  Room  in  Market  Street.  During  the  year  the  total 
attendances  were  : — 

By  Motliers  ...  ...  ...  864 

By  Infants  under  One  year  ...  ...  385 

By  Children  from  One  year — Five  years  ...  584 

The  centre  was  opened  45  times. 
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Day  Nurseries : Nil. 

School  Clinics  : Held  in  the  Red  Cross  Room  under  the 
County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  and  Veneral  Diseases  : There  are  none  in  the 
District  ; the  nearest  are  at  Exeter. 

HOSPITALS. 

Tuberculosis  : Cases  from  this  District  are  taken  to  “ Ivybank  ” 
Hospital,  or  to  Hawkmoor  Sanatorium,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Maternity,  Children  : Nil. 

Infectious  Cases  are  nursed  in  their  homes,  except,  when 
adequate  isolation  cannot  be  obtained,  they  are  removed  to  the 
Exeter  Sanatorium. 

Small-fox  : One  small  tin  Hut,  would  take  four  beds,  three- 
quarters-of-a-mile  from  nearest  house.  No  nursing  accommodation. 

The  other  Hospitals  available  for  the  District  are  the  Devon 
and  Exeter  Hospital,  the  Dispensary  and  the  Eye  Infirmary  at 
Exeter. 


AMBULANCES. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases,  by  arrangement  with  Exeter 
Sanatorinm. 

(b)  For  Non-infections  Cases  : By  ordinary  cars,  or  by  St. 
John’s  Ambulance  at  Exeter  and  throngli  the  County  Council. 

'I'here  is  a Motor  Trailer  which  has  not  been  used  as  no  car 
in  the  District  has  been  adjusted  for  attachment. 

6.  LABORATORY  WORK. 

'Pliroat  swabs.  Sputum  and  blood  for  Typhoid  are  examined 
and  reported  on  by  the  Devon  County  Council  Pathological 
Depai  tment,  free  of  cost,  in  the  case  of  poor  people. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  provided  by  the  Urban  District 
Council  for  poor  people,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  M.O.H. 
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LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS, 

Public  Health  Acts  ; Dairy,  Cowshed  and  Milk-shop  Regu- 
lations ; Slaughterhouses  Regulations  ; Factories  and  Workshops 
Regulations. 

7.  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Bakehouses — Number,  8 ; Visits,  6 each. 

Dairies  Mimshops  |N„„,ber,  11  ; Visits,  5 each, 
and  Cowsheds — ) 

Slaughterhouses — Number,  8 ; Visits,  6 each. 

The  condition  of  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  to  which  I drew 
your  attention  liist  year,  has  improved,  but  there  is  still  room  for 
improvement  in  one  or  two  of  them. 

Slaughterhouses  : These  were  clean,  but  it  would  be  far  more 
satisfactory  if  there  were  one  slaughterhouse  rather  than  a number 
scattered  through  the  town,  and  in  some  cases  very  close  to 
cottages,  not  only  from  the  point  of  view  of  health,  but  from  that 
of  the  supervision  of  the  place  and  of  the  meat. 

8.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

1.  Metlical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time). 

2.  Sanitary  Inspector  (part-time). 

In  each  case,  a contribution  to  their  salary  is  made  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts. 


9.  HOUSING. 

Number  of  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

ia)  Total  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  As  part  of  a Municipal  Housing  Scheme  0 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — Total  number  inspected 

for  housing  defects  ...  27 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in 
state  unfit  for  human  habitation 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authoi  ity  or  their  Officers 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of 
the  Housing  Town  Planning, 

&c.,  Act,  1919 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses 
in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in 
which  defects  were  remedied  : 

(a)  by  Owneis 
ib)  by  Local  Authority 
in  default  of  Owners 

(C)  Proceedings  under  sections  17 
and  18  of  the  Hoiising  Town 
Planning,  &c..  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations 
made  with  a view  to  the  mak- 
ing of  Closing  Oi'ders 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses 
in  respect  of  wliich  Closing 
Orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses 
in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Oiders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling  houses  having  been 
rendeied  fit  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses 
in  respect  of  which  Demol- 
tion  Orders  were  made  ... 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses 
Demolished  in  pnisnance  of 
Demolition  Orders 
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The  figures  for  the  year  are  an  improvement  on  the  previous 
year,  but  are  not  up  to  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales.  Death 
Rate,  14.8,  and  Birth  Rate,  16.3,  compared  to  11.6  and  19.7  for 
England  and  Wales.  Of  the  deaths  23  or  44%  are  over  the  age 
of  70.  The  most  satisfactory  point  is  the  continued  low  Infantile 
Mortality,  35  per  1,000,  compared  with  60  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  continues  to  be  a 
success,  the  total  attendances  of  the  Mothers  being  over  200  more 
than  the  previous  year.  This  success  redounds  to  the  credit  of  the 
Health  Visitor,  Miss  Clengh,  and  the  Maternity  Nurse,  Nurse 
Appleton,  and  is  also  due  to  the  interest  and  care  taken  by  the 
Secretary  and  her  Committee. 

The  prevalence  of  Smallpox  in  other  parts  of  the  country  induced 
a number  of  people  to  be  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated,  but  there  are 
still,  in  my  opinion,  too  many  people  who  do  not  realize  the  impor- 
tance and  adequacy  of  this  protection  against  the  menace  of 
Smallpox. 

There  aie  two  matters  of  importance  to  the  health  of  the 
town  to  which  I have  drawn  your  attention  for  many  years,  namely, 
tlie  shortage  of  hons-^s,  with  resultant  over-crowding,  and  the  un- 
satisiactory  coiuliiion  of  the  drainage  at  Fordton.  Both  these 
matters  are  now  receiving  your  consideration,  and  I earnestly  hope 
that  in  my  next  report  I will  be  able  to  announce  some  definite 
progress  made. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HAROLD  F.  L.  HUGO,  m.o.h. 
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